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STATE ECONOMY 
1. Mrs L.M. HARVEY to the Premier: 
Before I ask my question, on behalf of the Liberal opposition I would like to note the recent announcements from 
the Speaker and the member for Collie–Preston of their pending retirement in approximately a year’s time. I also 
note, for the record, that both the Speaker and the member for Collie–Preston were elected on the same date, 
10 February 2001. 
The SPEAKER: Brothers from different mothers. 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: I think it is quite synergistic that they are retiring on the same day, having contributed, 
collectively, 38 years of service to this Parliament and the community of Western Australia. 
The SPEAKER: Thank you very much. 
Members: Hear, hear! 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: I refer to the new Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia chief economist, 
Aaron Morey, who until recently was a top ministerial adviser to the Treasurer and who no doubt had access to 
the government’s latest economic and financial data. Can the Premier confirm that the WA economy is in survival 
mode under his government? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Prior to answering that question, I acknowledge the Speaker as Speaker of the house and as the member for Albany 
for 19 years—20 years by the time he retires—and thank him for all his service over those years. He has been 
synonymous with Albany, and he is much loved in Albany. In fact, walking down the street with the Speaker in 
Albany is quite an experience because so many people engage with the member for Albany. He has had a wonderful 
career and made a wonderful contribution. The same goes for the member for Collie–Preston. He has made 
a wonderful contribution over 20 years, and as a minister in the government he is much loved in the sporting 
community. Collie–Preston throbs through his veins. He has been an exemplary representative for the south west 
and Collie–Preston. I was here when they both arrived as young men! 
The SPEAKER: Point of order! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: They were both young men; both sprightly young fellows. I worked it out; I think the Speaker 
was the same age as I am now when he got here. I think the member for Collie–Preston was a year or two younger 
than I am now when he arrived. 
The SPEAKER: You have got 20 years to go, Premier. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: It would be fair to say that they were both in their prime. 
I thank the Leader of the Opposition for her question. What we have done since coming to office is to get the 
economy out of recession. When we came to office, the state’s economy was in its first recorded recession in 
history. We also had a state government prior to that point in time that was running deficits in the vicinity of 
$2 billion to $3 billion each and every year. Since we came to office, the economy has come out of recession, 
growth is predicted in the last set of statements to accelerate to around three per cent over the coming year, and 
we also now have surpluses booked of $2.5 billion or thereabouts this financial year, climbing to nearly $3 billion. 
The turnaround in the state’s economy has been stark. That is because we have a state government that is focused 
on acquiring jobs and investment, and managing the state’s finances. This government has done more to secure 
local employment than any government in history. If we look around this state—we will shortly turn the sod on 
rail manufacturing in Western Australia for the first time in 30 years—we see massive road and rail projects. We 
have speedier approvals for mining projects and other projects than at any time ever recorded in this state. We 
have confidence in all sorts of industries. One industry that has done extremely well has been tourism, under this 
Minister for Tourism. We have had massive growth in tourism numbers—the strongest in the country, both 
interstate and international. All these things have happened under this government, but there are headwinds. What 
has occurred in relation to the world and China is a significant headwind. I do not think we can treat that flippantly 
in any way. That is a big problem for the entire world economy. As I said a moment ago, that is why we have 
convened industry meetings. That is why, yesterday, we announced a major tourism and airline boost package. 
We are doing everything we can to support the economy and support jobs, but I tell you what, Mr Speaker—it is 
clear that Labor can manage the finances, Labor can manage the economy, and, on the evidence of the last 
government, members opposite cannot. 
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